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Guo-Juin Hong, Taiwan Cinema: A Contested Nation on Screen (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2011), p.1.
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1998), pp. 54-57.
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of California Press, 1988), p.95.
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31 Thomas Schatz, Hollywood Genres: Formulas, Filmmaking, and the Studio System
(New York: Random House, 1981), pp. 4-24.
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33 Richard Dyer, Stars, pp.12-17.

34 Christine Gledhill, “Signs of Melodrama” in Stardom: Industry of Desire, Christine
Gledhill ed., P. 211.
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Beyond the Silver Screen:
The Media Image of Taiyupian Female Film Star Chin Mei

Yu-hsuan Weng”

Abstract

The film industry requires diversified marketing strategies to promote films
— entertainment products that operate within a market-driven logic — where box
office revenue depends on audience spending. As such, in the taiyupian industry,
the construction of star images needed to resonate with the core of Taiwan’s
popular culture. By analyzing the rhetoric used in newspaper articles, we can
examine how star personas were crafted to better understand how taiyupian stars
were positioned to appeal to local Taiwanese film audiences.

However, research on faiyupian — whether focused on periodization, genre,
or auteur studies — faces significant challenges in comprehensively mapping the
taiyupian era due to the substantial loss of related materials. This highlights the
complexities involved in writing a history of taiyupian. Therefore, this paper
adopts a star studies methodology, engaging in dialogue with the broader context
of Taiwanese film history. Drawing primarily on newspaper archives — including
databases from the United Daily News group, China Times group, Central Daily
News, Liberty Times, Min Sheng Daily and Taiwan People's Voice Daily — this
paper explores how Chin Mei, as a taiyupian actress, constructed her star image
within the faiyupian context through media rhetoric that resonated with the
broader society. By analyzing Chin Mei’s stardom, this paper seeks to delineate
the star-making process within the taiyupian industry and the media images it

produced.

Keywords: Taiyupian, Stardom, Media Rhetoric, Star Image, Charisma
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