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The First-Generation Taichung Station: A Study on Urban
Development and Railway Transportation in Taichung (1905-1917)

Shu-han Zhu*

Abstract

This study explores the planning, construction and operation of the first-
generation Taichung Station, from its initial design in 1903 and opening in 1905,
to the inauguration of the second-generation station in 1917. It examines the
changes in urban development and transportation capacity during this period.
The establishment of the station prompted significant modifications to
Taichung’s urban layout, including the relocation of Taichung Hospital and
public parks. The urban plan for the area behind the station was revised after the
railway was constructed, with streets aligned parallel to the tracks. In contrast,
the area in front of the station — now considered central Taichung — was planned
prior to the railway’s construction, resulting in streets that intersect the tracks at
oblique angles.

Population growth was closely linked to increased transportation demand
and was further accelerated by the expansion of the railway network. Following
the full operation of the north-south trunk line, a rise in freight volume prompted
the expansion of warehouse facilities. Cultural and religious events, such as the
“Seven Mazus Festival” (=45 ), also contributed to spikes in passenger traffic.
After the station commenced operations, immigration became the primary driver
of population growth in Taichung. Consequently, the population surrounding
Taichung Station surpassed that of Huludun (present-day Fengyuan), and the
demographic gap between the two continued to widen over time. By 1916,
Taichung had surpassed Changhua Street to become the leading urban center
within Taichung Prefecture.

Freight data analysis shows that during the operation of the first-generation

station, imports exceeded exports — largely because Taichung’s key industries,

* Ph.D. candidate at the Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University. Contact
email: leasebook820613@gmail.com.
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such as sugar and alcohol production, were still in the early stages of
development, and railway connections to other regions, including the sugar
railway and hand-pushed cart tracks, were still under construction. These factors
contributed to the imbalance in freight volumes. Drawing upon archival
documents, newspapers and statistical materials, this study pieces together the
developmental history of the first-generation Taichung Station, offering insights

into the intertwined progress of urban expansion and railway infrastructure.

Keywords: Taichung Station, North-South Trunk Line, Changhua, Seven

Mazus Festival, Huludun



