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1" Andreas Folkers, “Existential Provisions: The Technopolitics of Public Infrastructure,”
Environment and Planning. D, Society & Space 35 no. 5 (Octobor 2017): 855-74.

12 % 8 Michael Mann, “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms
and Results.” European Journal of Sociology 25 no. 2 (November 1984): 185-213.
Chandra Mukerji, “The Territorial State as a Figured World of Power: Strategics,
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Postwar River Transport on the Xiuguluan River in the Kiwit
Indigenous Community: The Ontology and Technopolitics of
Infrastructure
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Abstract
From the end of World War II to the mid-1980s — a period marked by
Taiwan’s economic transformation — a unique form of river transport

infrastructure emerged in the Kiwit indigenous community along the Xiuguluan
River. This river transport infrastructure operated systematically, with
indigenous value systems forming the foundation of its social infrastructure. At
the same time, however, it served larger-scale purposes aligned with the
organization of capitalist markets and state governance.

This paper employs the frameworks of technopolitics and historical
ethnography to analyze how the infrastructure was shaped by two distinct value
systems: Indigenous values and the capitalist regime. Grounded in different
ontologies, the two systems interacted, intertwined, penetrated, connected, and
collided through the infrastructure’s systemic functioning across multiple scales.

It is noteworthy that the operation of the Xiuguluan River transport
infrastructure was shaped by multiple configurations of power. The
technopolitics of infrastructure gives rise to complex forms of power infiltration,
entanglement, and influence. The technical and material operations of
infrastructure are often appropriated or resisted by various actors — both human
and non-human — for multiple, often opposing, purposes. The outcomes of such
processes can never be predetermined. What is crucial is how infrastructure
becomes objectively linked to one or more configurations of power, thereby
enabling specific arrangements for the governance of life. These configurations

of power continuously struggle, entangle, negotiate, and interact with one
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another, generating new effects and transformations within the broader dynamics

of power.

Keywords: Indigenous Value Systems, Ontology, Infrastructure,
Technopolitics, Xiuguluan River Transport



