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Oral History versus Archives:
The Search for Lai Yinhai in the 1950 Dadu Paper Factory Case

Chin-ching Chen*

Abstract

The political case that took place at the Dadu Paper Factory in Taichung
in 1950 was part of the broader “Zhang Bozhe Case” in Taichung, involving
seven factory employees. In the past, aside from interviews and recollections
from some individuals involved in the case, there has been little discussion
about these figures. While conducting the “Research Plan on Political Cases
of Public Enterprises in Sugar and Paper Factories during the Authoritarian
Period” in 2021, I examined interrogation transcripts of those involved and
found that, among the seven employees implicated in the Dadu Paper Factory
case, four of them — Yan Wenke, Wang Heqi, Zhao Kuanren, and Chen Yushu
— mentioned that they were “recruited” by Lai Yinhai to join the organization.
However, Lai Yinhai’s name is missing from the case verdict, indicating that
he was not sentenced to prison in relation to this case. Why was Lai Yinhai not
arrested or sentenced? Could he have been an intelligence agency operative?
How did the employees affected by the Dadu Paper Factory case interact with
him after their release from prison? Through a close examination of archives
and oral history transcripts, this article aims to reconstruct the process of
searching for Lai Yinhai, a key figure in the Dadu Paper Factory case. It also
reveals the poignant story of political victims who supported one another after

their release.

Keywords: Zhang Bozhe Case, Dadu Paper Factory case, Lai Yinhai,
Daekwang Piston Ring Co., Ltd.
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