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3 Leonard H. D. Gordon, Confiontation over Taiwan: Nineteenth-Century China and the
Powers (Maryland: Lexington Books, 2007).
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8 Kelly Buchanan, “The Treaty of Wanghia — Pic of the Week,” Library of Congress,

https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2011/02/the-treaty-of-wanghia-pic-of-the-week/  (accessed
August 27, 2023).
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14 T. Hart Hyatt to Robert M. McLane, from the United States Consulate at Amoy, March
30, 1854, in Ex. Doc. 2nd, 35th Congress, 1858—1859, 274.

15°W. L. Marcy to Humphrey Marshall, from the Department of State, Washington, June
15, 1853, in Ex. Doc. 2nd, 35th Congress, 1858-1859, 274.

16 Robert M. Marcy to William L. Marcy, from the United States Legation in Hong Kong
to the Secretary of State in Washington, August 20, 1854, in Ex. Doc. 2nd, 35th
Congress, 1858—1859, 165.
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17" James Benjamin Wood, “The American Response to China, 1784-1844: Consensus
Policy and the Origin of the East India Squadron” (PhD diss., Duke University, 1969),
56-76; Lance C. Buhl, “Maintaining ‘An American Navy,” 1865—1889,” in In Peace
and War, ed. by Kenneth J. Hagan (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1984), 145-170.

18 Buhl, “Maintaining ‘An American Navy,”” 145-170.
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19 Anders Stephanson, Manifest Destiny: American Expansion and the Empire of Right

(New York: Hill and Wang, 1995).
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22 Billington and Ridge, Westward Expansion, 193-214.
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26 Brown, “Asa Whitney,” 209-210.
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28 Brown, “Asa Whitney,” 209.
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31 Asa Whitney, A Project for Railroad to the Pacific (New York: Printed by George W.
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32 Whitney, 4 Project for Railroad, 14, 25.
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45 Cotterill, “Early Agitation for a Pacific Railroad,” 404, 405.

46 Serial Set, No. 526, 30th Congress, 1st Session, H. rp. 596, 14.
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Norton & Company, 2007), 485-487.
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63 “Instructions and Reports in relation to the Island of Formosa and Manila” in Hawks,
Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 142.
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67 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 153.

68 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 156.
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Chaplain United States Navy” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 157.

70 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 153.

7 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 153—154.
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72 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy,” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 160.
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74 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy,” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 153.

75 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy,” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 159.

76 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy,” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 160—162.

77 “Reports on the Coal Regions of the Island of Formosa, By Rev. George Jones,
Chaplain United States Navy,” in Hawks, Narrative of the Expedition, vol. 2, 156.
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Dispatches from U.S. Minister to Secretary No. 6, also in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 22,
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Dispatches from U.S. Minister to Secretary No. 6, also in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 22,
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Exports from Formosa during the year 1856.

Articles. Quantity. Measure. ‘ Average prices. Value. Remarks.
....................... 800,000 | Peculs in native crafts....| $1 20 per pecul. $960, 000 A good deal more could be exported.
....................... 160,000 | Peculs, 4 brown.........] 2 00 ....*_._. 470,000 | More could be got.
dwhitea... o ool.] 450 Lot eeeeeae s This does not include export for Japan.
........................ 20,000 | Peculs,green and white ..| 1 50 _...".... 30,000
12, 000 150 ... "o 18,000 | | The export could be much increased, as
3,000 200 ..., 6,000 i’ they are all easily procured.
4,000 175 c_ta.. 7,000 )
2,000 400 oot anan 8,000 | Only used by Chinese.
3,000 500 .ot .oo. 15,000 | A better quality can be had.
7,000 200 o teaan 14,000 More and better could be got.
10, 000 800 ...t 80,000 | Larger amounts procurable.
5,000 100 .4 .. 5,000
3,000 160 ... 4,800 ;| Any quantity to be had, if wanted.
4,000 80 ceeo e 3,200
1,500 3 00 per ton._. 4,500 | Any amount,and easily shipped.
2,000 1 75 per pecul. 3,500
..................... 2,000 200 ...t e, 4,000 | | At present exported only in small quan-
Betel nut___ 2,000 |... 200 ...t .. 4,000 } tities, but easily increased to supply
..................... 3,000 250 ____.... 7,000 wants of vessels and trade.
..................... 1,000 500 _.ttaa.. I0.000J
Total . oo oo ce e ccacmemcccccacsacan- I — $1, 654,000

13 : 1856 & % W § 3 P iy MEE P &

116 Dispatches from U.S. Minister to Secretary No. 6, also in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 22,

35th, 2nd, 1214-1215.

Dispatches from U.S. Minister to Secretary No. 6, also in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 22,

35th, 2nd, 1215.

118 Dispatches from U.S. Minister to Secretary No. 6, also in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 22,
35th, 2nd, 1213.
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Taiwan in Mid-19th Century U.S. Official Archives: Discourses
on Transoceanic Routes, Coal Mines, and the Occupation of the
Island of Taiwan (1844-1858)

Yu-ting Lin*

Abstract

From the mid-1840s to the late 1850s, the United States—driven by its
expanding commercial interests in East Asia and the westward expansion of
its own territory—developed a heightened interest in the island of Taiwan.
What was the U.S. government's primary focus regarding Taiwan at the time?
How did it assess the island’s significance for American interests and to what
extent had knowledge about Taiwan been accumulated? This article analyzes
official records from the U.S. diplomatic system and naval sources to explore
how, during America's mid-19th century expansion into the Pacific and East
Asia, perceptions of Taiwan's commercial and military importance to the U.S.
evolved and how relevant knowledge was deepened. It situates Taiwan's
historical development within the broader context of mid-19th century
competition among Western powers in East Asia, with particular attention to
the rise of the Pacific era and advancements in transportation technology and
their impact on East Asian geopolitics.

The article argues that the brief yet intense American interest in Taiwan
during the mid-19th century stemmed from the expansion of U.S.-China trade,
territorial growth within the United States, and advancements in navigation
technology. These factors elevated Taiwan's geostrategic significance as part
of the East Asian first island chain. However, as East Asian political dynamics
shifted and the U.S. government adopted a cooperative approach with
European powers in its China policy, such radical discussions about Taiwan

gradually faded due to their lack of further development.

* Assistant Researcher, Academia Historica.
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