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The Socio-spatial Structure of the Promotion Association of
Settlement During the Japanese Occupation: a Case Study of the
Three Prefectures of Yilan

Wen-chuan Huang *

Abstract

In 1936, in order to revitalize the people's customs and strengthen the education
groups, the Taiwan Governor-General's Office issued a general order to state
departments to set up tribal revitalization associations in each village as a parallel
administrative with Oaza. The spatial structure of the Tribal Promotion Association
is based on the three-tier system of "state hall-county-town" established in 1920.
The purpose of the Tribal Promotion Association is to form a space-based regional
society that maintains the relationship between people through the long term
interaction between administrative-and-local organizations. - This paper intends to use
the tribal revitalization association as a-historical experience-of community building
and attempts to understand the way in-which- the state shaped the community during
the Japanese occupation. It also pays attention to the relationship between this
organization and other systems, so as to clarify the model of community building
and its specific impact on local society.

The research results show that the development of the Taiwan Promotion
Association of Settlement is a part of the social education activities in the era of
Japanese occupation. Its purpose is to first, allow the people in a stable local space
under the guidance of the village through the three-layer spatial organization,
second, allow the people in a stable local space through long term mutual help to
generate local identity and third, to transform and mobilize the local society through
the spatial social relationship between the village administrative system, the police
system, and the school system. However, due to the short period of time
(1933-1941) in which the Tribal Promotion Association was implemented, and due

to the loss of efficiency caused by too many activities, it finally ended in July 1941.

* Professor, Department of Taiwan and Regional Studies, National Dong Hwa University
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