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From Improving Livelihood to Organizing Aboriginal Society:
the Policies and Agriculture Extension of Fixed Cultivation in the
Mountain Region (1945-1960)

Li-yun Lee”

Abstract

After World War II, continuing the mode of the Japanese government’s
occupation period, the government of Taiwan carried on the fixed cultivation
agriculture in the mountain region. According to the mountain region policy, the
purpose of the fixed cultivation with scientific agriculture skills was to improve the
aboriginal life. The government established a new agriculture extension system for
the mountain region, which was different from that on the ground level. This system
was closely linked to the government for the understanding and control of the
mountain region. The administration and the cultivation system complemented each
other and established the basis for a large government investment for the future of the
mountain area. Because of the fixed cultivation; the mountain region tried to produce
and consume commodities through supply and marketing operations. The traditional
social aboriginal structure, the economy, and the agricultural environment were then
gradually transferred. Through the study of the purpose and execution of the fixed
cultivation system, this paper will explore the mountain region agriculture policy of
the government, economic changes in the aboriginal society, and the reason for fixed
cultivation agriculture. This paper will be helpful to realize the construction of
agriculture in developing the mountain region after World War II, the history of
present fixed cultivation agriculture and the characteristic of the mountain region

operations of the government.

Keywords: aborigines, terraced field, fixed cultivation, agriculture extension.
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