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Constructing Local Images: the Rise and Development of
“Yuanlin Ponkan”

Shu-jung Chen”

Abstract

Yuanlin Ponkan is also called Yuanlin Orange or Yuanlin Honey Orange. Yuanlin
became famous during Japanese rule as a center of growing this particular species of
orange. The main street of Yuanlin developed into the most important market and
inspection center all over the colony. This article investigates the local context of this
agricultural economy, which involved creating wealthy farmers. This article examines
the colonial agricultural policy as well as how the local leaders responded to it. This
burgeoning economy branded Yuanlin images which were shaped and established
through a series of new practices of tasting publicity, media coverage, transportation
and tourism.

Yuanlin Pokan was'a showcase of agricultural -commodification for colonial
modernity and capitalism, made possible by the collaboration between the Japanese
government and local leadership. This new economy transformed the city’s public
space and everyday life, and the new images resulting from it disseminated widely
into poetry and popular songs before and after the War. This article explores the
multiple connections among regional economy, farm produce, local representations,

and cultural identities.

Keywords: citrus fruit, rural Taiwan, farm produce, local identity, cultural

dissemination
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