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A Preliminary Study on the Railway Troops of the National Army
after WWII

Po-tsung Chen *

Abstract

From the aspects of organization, training and tasks, this paper examines the
epochal significance of railway troops in various stages from the 1920s to December
1949, when they moved with the central government. When the national army railway
troops came to Taiwan in the early 1950s, they were tasked with building military
light railways on outlying islands. After the 1960s, they took over the management of
the Taiwan Railway’s Shengang Branch Line, giving full play to their role and
capabilities in the construction of railway facilities, operation management, and
support for the frontline. Since the military effectiveness of railway troops depends
on the occurrence of war and because there has not been any large-scale war for a
long time, the railroad does not need military control. Therefore, there is no need to
build temporary military railways. Due to this, railway troops have been downsized
year by year, and they were eventually abolished by the military and became a relic

of the past.

Keywords: railway corps, army, military control of railways, Taiwan Railways

Administration, Shengang Branch Line
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