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The War of Street in Taiwan: Genealogy and the Significance of
Wartime “Tsujishosetsu”

Yi-hsiang Hsiao"

Abstract

In March 1943, the Patriotic Association for Japanese Literature ( H 4~ £
, Nihon Bungaku Hokokukai) promoted the "Kenkankenkin" campaign (ZEfE Bk
<38 H))), giving rise to a burgeoning literary genre known as "Tsujishosetsu" (if/)\
#i2). This movement primarily aimed to encourage writers to utilize a 400-character
manuscript paper to craft works that lauded national policies which were then
displayed in department store windows or on the streets to uplift the morale of
onlookers. Simultaneously with the Japanese Literary Congress' advocacy, colonial
Taiwan promptly reprinted pertinent information and Tsuji's literary works in
newspapers. However, it wasn't .until._May. of the same .year that the first
“Tsujishosetsu” by a Taiwanese writer came into existence - Yang Kui's "Picture Book
of the Opium War." Subsequently, “Tsujishosetsu” authered by Taiwanese writers
could be seen in various newspapers, periodicals, and exhibitions.

Historically, “Tsujishosetsu” garnered limited attention from researchers due to
its brief existence (1943 to 1945) and concise format. Hence this article reexamines
various newspapers, periodicals, and primary historical materials from the wartime
period to construct the developmental context of “Tsujishosetsu” in Taiwan. It
becomes apparent that the authorities mobilized writers on three occasions, tasking
them with composing “Tsujishosetsu” to propagate pertinent national policies.
“Tsujishosetsu” served not only as a written medium but also featured artworks or
recitations via broadcasting on the side.

This article asserts that in comparison to the "dispatch of writers to the
production front" in 1944, as previously explored in academic circles, “Tsujishosetsu”
represented a more common form of writer mobilization during the Taiwan War.
Furthermore, when contrasted with mainland Japan, “Tsujishosetsu” in Taiwan

exhibited more diverse developments, such as "official planning" and "magazine fan

* Ph.D. Student, Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Tsing Hua University
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solicitation." It also marked the first instance in the history of Taiwanese literature
where Taiwanese writers produced a substantial quantity of extremely short stories.
Ultimately through the reevaluation of “Tsujishosetsu” ,this article aims to underscore
the unique significance of “Tsujishosetsu™ in the mobilization of writers during the

Japanese occupation and within the annals of Taiwanese literary history.

Keywords: Tsujishosetsu, mobilization of writers, wartime, Kenkankenkin

Campaign



