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Academic Heritage: Wu Shou-li's Theory and Method on the
Philology of Southern Hokkien

Kai-feng Chen*

Abstract

Wu Shou-li (1909-2005), a Taiwanese philologist, studied at the Faculty of
Literature and Political Science of Taihoku Imperial University (present day
National Taiwan University), specializing in Oriental literature. He received
professional academic training from Japanese sinologist Kanda Kiichiro
(1897-1984). After being recommended by Kanda, Wu went to Japan and entered
the Institute of Oriental Culture in Kyoto to learn the research methods of the Kyoto
Sinology School and participated in the cataloging of the institute's library
collection. At the end of the Japanese Colonial period, Wu returned to Taiwan to join
the Institute of Southern Humanities, focusing his research interest on the history
and language of Fujian (Hokkien).. During-—this=period, ‘Wu investigated local
chronicles and collected various materials 'to' ‘establish’ the’ foundation for the
document research in the future.

After World War 1, Wu Shou-li served as professor of the Department of
Chinese Literature at National Taiwan University and devoted himself to the
research about the early document of the Southern Hokkien opera "Li Jing Ji"(Z3#%
=), and engaged in reconstructing its textual content through collation and
comparison of various versions. Wu has his own theory with Hokkien philology,
trying to analyze the writing context of "Li Jing Ji"" document and the evolution of
the story content. Wu estimated the age of the early document by using the words
and literary materials of the literature works by trying to find out the kind of
diachronic features presented in the content of the early documents.

Wu Shou-li's academic achievements are the guidelines for rebuilding the
tradition of Taiwanese linguistics. Since Wu had been educated by the Kyoto
Sinology School, he has a very profound knowledge of documents and editions

* Master of Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature, National Taiwan
Normal University
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research. Wu's methodology can reconstruct the development of the history of
Hokkien languages based on the principle of scientific evidence. Therefore, to
explore Wu's research works is not only significant in terms of academic history, but
it also helps to establish Taiwanese experience and viewpoints in the field of
linguistic philology.

Keywords: Wu Shou-li, Southern Hokkien, Philology, Opera Literature of LiJing Ji,
Story Year
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