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The Omission and Representation of Tobacco Industrial Heritage:
the diverse meaning of tobacco trading space in Taiwan

Han-hsiu Chen®

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the transition of spatial meaning of the tobacco
trading space (tobacco industry assistance area) in Taiwan. The tobacco industry in
Taiwan thrived since the Japanese colonial period and faced steady decline in the
1970s and finally ended in 2017, leaving behind several tobacco industrial facilities
in the landscape. Tobacco trading space was a busy place in the tobacco industry’s
heyday and produced historical remains which -were later preserved and reused as
cultural venues or tourist-spots. Few investigations have been-conducted to review
the history of tobacco trading places-in Taiwan: However, the research focuses on
the roles tobacco trading spaces played during the different historical period and its
relation to the authorities, local people and monopolistic tobacco agriculture is
limited. Tobacco trading space was not only a place for trading tobacco leaves, it
was also an assistance area for the authorities to supervise tobacco farmers as well
as an office for tobacco farmers’ association workers. Because of its triple roles, the
relationship between different actors that involved the tobacco industry was
complicated. This produced diverse spatial meaning. This paper examines the ways
in which this space is produced and how it reproduced different kinds of relations
between different agents that embedded into Taiwan’s tobacco industry. It further
explores how the spatial meaning is transited when the tobacco trading space is
preserved.

Keywords: tobacco trading space, tobacco heritage, spatial meaning, tobacco
assistance area, industrial heritage
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